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" It must, however, be admitted that one grave flaw in this
picture is the delay in the formation of a provisional national
Government. Such a provisional Government alone can
provide the atmosphere in which the constituent Assernblf
can function with a sense of fuSl freedom and authority.
Their mutual interactions are so intimate that each would
suffer in the absence of the other. I earnestly hope that this
lacuna in the settlement will be filled and a representative and
powerful provisional Government will scon be set up,
** In assessing the result of rhe negotiations we must not
forget that the two main objectives of the Congress have been
the freedom and the unity of India,
44 Tne Congress stand has been vindicated on both these
point?*
"The constitution-making body will be a pureiv Indian
assembly elected bv Indian votes alone. It will have the un^
fettered right to shape India's future constitution and decide
our relations with the British Commonwealth and the rest of
the world, and this sovereign constituent assembly will legislate
not for a divided but for a united India. All schemes of parti-
tion of India have been rejected once and for all. The power
of the Union Centre may be limited, but it will be powerful
and organic and will integrate into one harmonius whole the
many provincial, linguistic and cultural diversities which
characterise the contemporary India."
But even the socialists within the Congress were against
the Congress decision of accepting the long-term plan. So
much so that when the resolution of the Working Committee
was placed before the All-India Congress Committee titty-
one votes went against it whereas two hundred and four were
in its favour.
Mr. Achyut Patwardhan, the socialist leader* while
opposing the resolution, said that Mr. Attlee had said that the
temperature of 1^20 or even 1942 was not that of
1946. ** 1 want to know where these sentiments are
reflected in the Cabinet Mission's proposals. In my view
there has been no great advance in the proposals which we
are called upon to accept now than the Cripps proposals
which we firmly rejected in 1942. Have we at least been able
to remedy the defects in the Cripps proposals I "
Referring to grouping,    Mr.  Patwardhan  asked   how the